THE MASSACHUSETTS/ RHODE ISLAND LEAGUE FOR NURSING

MINUTES        

Kind of meeting:

MARILN – BOARD OF DIRECTORS Meeting

Place:


Conference Call

Date:


March 18, 2010

I.
Roll Call: 10:00 AM 
Members present:  Nancy Bittner, Margaret O’Connor, Janet Lusk, Nancy Harrington, Maureen McGarry, Carol Bosworth, Susan Maciewicz, 

11:00 AM:  Cynthia Bechtel, Margaret Motyka, Elizabeth Favreau, Jinx Tull, Nancy Bittner, Sheila Blomquist
Members excused:  Jean Simmons
II.
Minutes:  The minutes of February 25, 2010 were deferred until the next meeting
	Topic
	Relevant Discussion
	Motion/Action

	III. President’s Report
	3.1 NLN updates:  Nothing new from N. Bittner.  P. O’Connor mentioned that she was interviewed for the ‘Faculty Matters’ column in the Jan/Feb Nurse Educator journal of the NLN.  It can be accessed on line or in hard copy

3.3 NLNAC. Nothing new

3.4 BORN. no news
	noted

	IV. Rhode Island Report

From

Maureen McGarry
	Rhode Island college and URI were seeking bonds for separate buildings.  Now they have revised this to share space in one building.  They are working out the details with designs.  Dean Joseph and Dean Williams are working on the proposed plans and blueprints.  The initiative is “Providence Knowledge District Area”.  The acting Commissioner is the President of CCRI.  M. McGarry will forward the news article.  As part of the shared space is looking into a shared clinical simulation lab. 
	Noted 

	V. Treasure’s report
	February: 

Income: MARILN dues-200.00; Ad/DP Council $500.00; PN council-Continuing Ed.- $775.00; Checking account interest-$1.91 for a total income of 42,276.91

Expenses: Contracted services-$1,613.25; Benevolence-$64.98; Internet-$59.95; Renters Insurance $500.00; General supplies- $13.78; Postage-first Class-$4.14; Rent-$450.00; Telephone $30.52; Website- $90.00; Transfer Scholarship fund-$110.00 for a total expenses of $2,936.62 and a net loss of $659.71.
Checkbook balance end of February: $24,009.27.

Fidelity Account; No activity.  Account balance is $20,538.41.

Scholarship fund: Income:  Interest-$0.18; Donations-$110.00 for a total income for the year of $999.83. Expenses: No activity to date.  

Account balance as of February- $999.83.

CD-February interest-$68.73. Total end of February-$51,559.46.

Peggy motioned to accept treasurer’s report. Seconded.  Unanimous approval.
	Vote unanimous to accept treasurer’s report and place on file



	Current Issues/discussion
	6.1 Nursing & Allied Health-Leadership-Will meet on March 31st with executive group to decide to implement the competencies.  ? Date to go to State House.  Maintaining $500,00 in budget.  Meeting in April.

6.2 Collaboration with Connecticut League. 

P. O’Connor got in touch with M. Proto.  The CL is very interested in a collaborative program and also interested in Pat Benner.  The idea was presented to the CL Board of Governors.  Marcia has asked one of the members to get in touch with P. O’Connor.  Still awaiting contact from this person.  No name was given by M. Proto.  Discussion occurred about the possibility that time is of the essence.  C. Bechtel had offered to get in touch with P. Benner.  Discussion about date preferences for Fall and possibly next Spring are as follows:

Fall

1st choice—October 15th
2nd choice—November 12th
3rd choice—November 5th
4th choice—December 3rd
Spring

1st choice—April 15th
2nd choice—April 29th
3rd choice—May 6th
4th choice—April 1st
5th choice—April 8th

It was also noted that we should check on the cost as well as her availability.


	Report noted.  Will wait for more information.

P. O’Connor waiting to hear from CL representative

C. Bechtel to get in touch with Pat Benner to check availability for the dates listed and also the cost.



	VII. Standing Committees
	7.1  Executive committee. No meeting. No report. 

7.2. Finance committee.  No meeting.  No report

7.3. Nominations. We will have 2 director positions and 1 director position, M. Yoder, for 1 year to fill in for a vacated position.  No officer positions open for 2010. 

7.4 Strategic planning. No meeting.  N. Bittner spoke with T. Hess at NLN to see if the Strategic Plan and the Annual Report were approved by COAG.  T. Hess stated that she thought that something had to be fixed and she will send a letter.
	Ballot is ready and will be sent via email to all members to vote absentee if not attending the meeting.

Noted, awaiting notification from T. Hess.



	VIII.  Special Committees
	8.1 BS committee.  Four M’s meeting April 29th at Regis

8.2 AD/Diploma.  No report. Next Meeting in 2 weeks.  New competencies from the NLN are not out yet.   New guidelines updated from AACN.  AD competencies are old.  Issue regarding NLNAC accreditation manual documents.  S. Maciewicz felt the accreditation documents needed more clarity.  N. Bittner spoke with S. Tanner, who stated that the NLNAC is trying to be less prescriptive.  Programs should be free to use standards that fit their program.  N. Bittner stated that there was criticism from the DOE that the NLNAC & AACN were too prescriptive.  The DOE has stated that accrediting organizations that develop their own competencies and then accredit based on them is a conflict of interest.  N. Bittner also said that she was in touch with T. Hess who said that the NLN and the NLNAC will be publishing competencies for the 6 different program types.

8.3 PN council.  Meeting held, but no minutes available as yet.  Nothing memorable as N. Harrington reported.

8.4 Continuing Ed. Jinx Tull reporting. 

8.5 Program. P. O’Connor is managing the spring program.  Linda Caputi will present “The Seven Habits of Highly Effective Nurse Educators” The program brochure has gone out.  P. O’Connor contacted all of the MARILN members who expressed an interest in the Program committee.  She has received to “Not attending” from the two PN members.  1 Yes so fat.  P. O’Connor and S. Blomquist are working on the hotel for L. Caputi.  Want to get a hotel that is on the route to/from T.F. Green airport.  P. O’Connor received the handout from L. Caputi.  Will make copies when have a number.

Need donations for baskets for the raffle.

8.6 Scholarship.  no report

8.7 NOF. J. Lusk reported that there will be a meeting on 3/31.  It will be a joint meeting with executive section.  The competencies are done and on line. The Leadership competency was revised.  The new book will be bound by 3/31.  The form is on the website.  Complete and submit if using it.  The $500,00 in the budget is for the implementation of a seamless transition.
	Noted

2nd conference call

P. O’Connor waiting to hear from members interested in helping with Program committee

P. O’Connor working with S. Blomquist for a hotel for L. Caputi

P. O’Connor will make copies of the handout

All members bring donations for raffle baskets on April 15th.

Noted

	IX. New Business
	 9.1 Meeting dates—Future meeting dates

April 15th, April Program on April 30th, May 20th, and Retreat on June 7th.

9.2  Conference call—all members stated that a conference call meeting is useful in times when unable to have a quorum due to weather.  Prefer to meet in person.  Felt some discussion lost in conference call.
	Noted

Noted.



	X. Next Meeting
	April 15, 2010
	

	XI.  Adjournment
	Meeting adjourned at 10:55 am
	



Electronically submitted,  P. O’Connor

