National League for Nursing Education Summit 2009

I wanted to share with you some of my reflections on the wonderful NLN Education Summit 2009. There were several Board of Directors officers and members as well as faculty from the MARILN Constituent league to share the summit. I wanted to start by relaying to you what President Bev Malone shared with the country in her NLN Update:

Bev says:

Well, we are finally back home, in our New York City headquarters. Little by little, staff left Philadelphia with the Education Summit 2009 a wonderful memory. One of the treats we found on our return was a series of email messages from attendees, testimony to our hard work and our mission. For example, Janet Lusk from the Lawrence Memorial/Regis College Nursing Program, a first-time attendee, reflected on her Summit experience as a graduate student. "To summarize the experience," she wrote, "the best phrase would be that the NLN is truly cultivating pride in our profession." 

        What an honor to have Janet mentioned like this in Dr. Malone’s national newsletter. It was a terrific summit for all of us. The Constituent League meetings which Carol Bosworth and I attended were very informational, energizing and full of good ideas to bring back. The CLs of the country have an opportunity to network, exchange ideas and share best practices. I presented some of our membership strategies which were well received. Of course, it was wonderful to have Peggy O’Connor receive the 2009 Innovative and Effective Membership Award cited below in a press release:

Margaret (Peggy) O'Connor, MS, RN, of the Massachusetts/Rhode Island League for Nursing and an assistant clinical professor at Lawrence Memorial/Regis College in Medford, MA, an NLN Center of Excellence school, took home the 2009 Innovative and Effective Membership Award. Hard-working and organized, Ms. O'Connor took the helm at the MARILN at a time when it was facing some leadership challenges. Membership was stagnant, and she was instrumental in implementing several membership initiatives — the creation of a Membership Committee and including board members in membership recruitment, for example — that resulted in that league's 65 percent growth under her tenure. 

The opportunities for networking with educators across the country and beyond continued in the main conference. The education sessions were current and informative. Many that we attended were around simulation, integrating technology and global initiatives. The focus was to energize nursing education and nursing educators which was overwhelmingly successful. We hope to see many of you next year at the NLN Education Summit for 2010 in Las Vegas.
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