

THE MASSACHUSETTS/ RHODE ISLAND LEAGUE FOR NURSING

MINUTES        

Kind of meeting:

MARILN – Annual Meeting

Place:


Pleasant Valley Country Club, Sutton, MA

Date:


April 25, 2008

Time:


Call to order at 1:20pm: Peggy O’Connor, President 

I.
Roll Call (92 in attendance):  Please see attached.  

II.
Minutes:

The minutes of April 27, 20008 were accepted 

 and placed on file in the MARILN office.

Topic
Relevant Discussion
Motion/Action

President’s Report
 President O’Connor reported some of the accomplishments of the year and highlights of Board activities.  Reviewed survey; related commendation from NLN regarding MARILN 2008 Strategic Plan and continued full NLN affiliate status; success of CE program committee’s web-site available application; increased MARILN individual memberships (   new members this  year).
Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.

Appreciation given to Sheila Blomquist, Administrative Asst and  the Board by Peggy.  Tokens of appreciation (beautiful orchid plant) to Board Secretary Jean Simmons; & Colleen Berg, stepping down from President-Elect position; departing BOD members MaryBeth Pepin and Maureen McGarity.

Treasurer’s Report


Susan Maciewicz reported highlights of a balanced budget of $35,710 with $19,841.33 in our Fidelity account.  To date the Scholarship account is $1248.78 with $500 distributed today to scholarship winners.  Our Continuing Ed account had earned $5785 to date with 4 programs currently under review ($295); NCLEX income outstanding as yet; the Finance Committee has a budget in place.  A complete report submitted. 


Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.


Standing Committees


Executive Committee
Peggy O’Connor reported officers in place and meetings outside of BOD meetings not needed this year.  Business conducted at BOD meetings fulfilled agency requirements.


Finance Committee
Susan Maciewicz reported committee met 12/13/07 to develop the annual budget.  Please see attached.  Members of the committee and Sheila Blomquist, Administrative Assistant, thanked for their diligent work. 
Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.

 

Strategic Planning

Committee


Peggy reported for Colleen Berg, Chairperson through 2/08:  successful accomplishment of our goal to increase membership; The 2007-8 Strategic Plan presented at the meeting and is available through MARILN website.   Please see attached. 
Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.

Topic
Relevant Discussion
Motion/Action


Standing Committees (continued)


Nominations Committee Report



Carol Bosworth, Committee Chairperson thanked current committee members Brian Skirvin-Leclair, Mimi Pomerleau, P. Star William and Judy Silck.  Ms. Bosworth encouraged attendees present to consider becoming active in MARILN membership and volunteer for committee and board positions in the future so that all constituencies would be represented in MARILN.   Ms. Bosworth reported a tally of 47 ballots counted today with the following results: 

President Elect 2008-2009 (1 year term):  

                                    Nancy Bittner, Regis College

Secretary 2008-2011  (3 year term):

                                   Carol Bosworth, Quinsigamond CC

Board of Directors (3 year term): 

   2008-20011:  Cynthia Bectel,  Worcester State

                          Jean Simmons, Greenfield CC

                          Patricia Creelman , Quinsigamond CC

Nominating Committee (1 year term) 2008-2009:

     Carol Bosworth, Quinsigamond Community College

     Brian Skirvin-Leclair, Lawrence Mem/Regis College

     Margaret Motyka,  Anna Maria College

     P. Starr Williams, North Shore Community College

     Lisa Ogawa

Report submitted.

    
  Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  Ballots destroyed.


Special Committees




AD/Diploma Council  
No report.




PN Council
No report.


Continuing Education
Jinx Tull, Committee Chair, reported that 51 programs were approved since last April for a total income of $5785 to date with 4 programs currently under review ($295).  She thanked her committee members: Judith Silck, Ann Walsh, Pat Demers and Maureen Santiano and Lenora Follet, for their expertise and work.  Report submitted.


Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  

Topic
Relevant Discussion
Motion/Action


Special Committees (continued)


Program Committee
Nancy Bittner, Committee Chair, thanked  the committee members Cynthia Bectel, Margaret O’Connor, and Jean Simmons for their contributions and consistent email attendance.  Our October 6, 2007 program “Certified Nurse Educator Preparation Course” was presented to 31 attendees by Patricia A, Mahoney, MSN, RN, CNEwho earned excellent evaluations, and gave a profit of $5,376.60 with 5% ($268.83)  and $157 from the raffle to the scholarship fund.  Our program today “Evidence Based Nursing Practice:  Incorporation into the Curriculum” was presented to 94 attendees.  Details of results TBA.  The Fall 2008 program will be presented October 17 titled “Innovative Teaching Strategies” by Michele Deck, MS, RN.  Ms. Bittner reviewed the MARILN 2007 Nurse Educator Survey of 82 respondants giving demographics and typology.  Please see attached.
Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  

Scholarship Committee
Terry Downey, Committee Chair, reported the committee consisting of Kathy Arinello, Patricia Dardano, Gail MacDonald , Elizabeth Planasky, and  Libby Walendziewicz met 2 times (9/28/07 & 3/27/08).  Scholarships are awarded two times per year at the Fall (RN candidates) and Spring (PN candidates) programs.  Applications available on MARILN website.  Ms. Downey thanked all who have contributed to our Scholarship Award Program and all who participated at the raffles that take place at the MARILN meetings.  Appreciation was given to Nancy Bittner and Jean Simmons for selling raffle tickets at the meeting today.  

Award recipients today are $300 each  to:  

Denise Latham will graduate from Upper Cape Cod Regional Technical School LPN Program in June 2008.  She returned to school after working for publishers from whom she now purchases textbooks and journals.  Denise plans to enter a second degree program to get a bachelor’s degree in nursing and to take RN State Boards.   She was led to nursing after accompanying her mother on her journey with breast cancer and has been working on a dementia unit while going to school.  

Gloria Murray will graduate from Bristol Plymouth Regional Technical School LPN Program in June 2008.  After coming to the United States from the Azores, she accompanied her mother on her journey with diabetes and her father during his journey with colon cancer.  Gloria has worked as a CAN and has floated to ICU where she interacts with Portuguese speaking patients.  She plans to continue her education to become RN and to earn the BSN.  She wants to work in ICU as a Critical Care Nurse.  
Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  

New Business
The  October 17, 2008  Fall Meeting speaker will be Michele Deck; MEd, BSN, RN, LCCE, FACCE.  She is known for her innovative approaches to teaching and has authored several books.


Adjournment


Business meeting adjourned at 1:45 pm


Respectfully Submitted Electronically,            

 Jean A. Simmons  

 Secretary, Board of Directors

