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THE MASSACHUSETTS/ RHODE ISLAND LEAGUE FOR NURSING

MINUTES        

Kind of meeting:

MARILN – Annual Meeting

Place:


Pleasant Valley Country Club, Sutton, MA

Date:


April 27, 2007

Time:


Call to order at 1:15pm: Janet Jones, President 

I.
Roll Call:  Please see attached.
II.
Minutes:

The minutes of April 29, 2006 were accepted 
 and placed on file in the MARILN office.
	Topic
	Relevant Discussion
	Motion/Action

	President’s Report
	Outgoing President Janet Jones reported some of the accomplishments of the year and highlights of Board activities:  MARILN web site in place; increased membership; revised program fee schedule with reduced rates for students and participants who join MARILN at the program; TPS formalized relationship with an $8,400 income from that affiliation; COAC full affiliate status continues through May 2008; Fall and Spring programs held.
	Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.

Appreciation given to the Board by Janet and flowers as token of appreciation for a “Job Well Done” given to Janet by 2007 BOD incoming chair Peggy O’Connor, who assumed meeting Chair role.

	Treasurer’s Report


	Susan Maciewicz reported highlights of a balanced budget of $33,810 with $18,885.69 in our Fidelity account.  To date the Scholarship account is $16,433 with $500 distributed today to scholarship winner.  Our Continuing Ed account had earned $1215 to date; NCLEX income outstanding as yet; the Finance Committee has a budget in place.  A complete report submitted. 


	Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.

	
	Standing Committees
	

	Executive Committee
	Janet Jones reported officers in place and meetings outside of BOD meetings not needed this year.  Business conducted at BOD meetings fulfilled agency requirements.
	

	Finance Committee
	Susan Maciewicz reported committee met 12/14/2006 to develop the annual budget.  Please see attached.  Members of the committee and Sheila Blomquist, Administrative Assistant, thanked for their diligent work. 
	Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.

 

	Strategic Planning

Committee


	Margaret O’Connor, Chairperson reported that the committee members including Susan Maciewicz, Jean Simmons, Nancy Harrington, Gail MacDonald, Maureen McGarry and Kathleen Arinello met November 16,2006 to review and revise the previous year’s Strategic Plan.  The 2006-7 Strategic Plan was presented to the Member Directors meeting in December and approved.  The Strategic Planning Committee report was presented at the annual business meeting and unanimously approved.  
	Unanimous vote to accept and place on file.

	Topic
	Relevant Discussion
	Motion/Action

	
	Standing Committees (continued)
	

	Strategic Planning

Committee (cont)
	Peggy reported successful accomplishment of a goal to increase membership; a goal to distribute a survey on recruitment and retention of faculty completed at today’s program.  Ms. O’Connor proudly reported that the Strategic Plan is available on the MARILN website.

See attached Strategic Plan.


	

	Nominations Committee Report


	Mary Smalarz, Committee Chairperson thanked current committee members, Kathleen Ericson , Lisa Ogawa, Judith Silck and Margaret Rancourt and encouraged participants present to consider becoming active in MARILN membership and volunteer for committee and board positions in the future so that all constituencies would be represented in MARILN.   Ms. Smalarz reported a tally of 29 ballots counted today with the following results: 

President 2007-2009 (2 year term): 

                                      Margaret (Peggy) O’Connor

                                     Lawrence Memorial/Regis College

President Elect 2007-2009 (2 year term):  

                                    Colleen Berg, Bristol CC 

                                         (nominated from the floor)

Board of Directors (3 year term): 

   2006-2009:  Nancy Harrington, Greater Lowell Tech

   2007-2010:  Janet Lusk, Lawrence Memorial/

                                                                       Regis College

                        Diana Newman, MA College of Pharmacy

                                                         & Health Sciences

                         Jinx Tull, Retired

Nominating Committee (1 year term) 2007-2008:

     Brian Skirvin-Leclair, Lawrence Mem/Regis College

     Mimi Pomerleau, Lawrence Mem/Regis College

     P. Starr Williams, North Shore Community College

     Judy Silck (nominated from the floor), 

                       Lawrence Mem/Regis College

Report submitted.

    
	  Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  Ballots destroyed.

	
	Special Committees


	

	AD/Diploma Council  
	Mary Tarbell, MARILN representative to council reported council continues to explore faculty equity and salary issues and work on a handbook to be universally used across the state.  A statewide action of some hospitals excluding ADN students from clinical placement was discussed.  Also identified was an increase in faculty numbers in Western Mass.


	

	PN Council
	No report.
	

	Continuing Education
	Jinx Tull, Committee Chair, reported that 54 programs were approved since last April for a total income of $4520.  She thanked her committee for their expertise and work.  Report submitted.


	Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  

	Topic
	Relevant Discussion
	Motion/Action

	
	Special Committees (continued)
	

	Program Committee
	Cynthia Bectel, Committee Chair, reported on 10/27/06 program with a topic on “Writing NCLEX Format Items” had 71 attendees with a profit of $3,340.62—this was the first time that a corporate sponsor was used.  The speaker, Jeanne Wissmann, PhD,RN,CNE, came from ATI; there was no speaker fee, but travel expenses and hotel costs were provided.  On 4/27/07the Spring program with a topic of “Challenging Student Situations in Nursing Education”, with speakers Karen Carpenter, APRN,BC,FNP,JD; Pat Creelman, MS, RN; Martha Main, MS, RN; Judith Pelletier, MS, RN;  & Maureen Wassef, PhD, RN had 108 attendees with a profit of $6,584.12 and plans in place for the Fall program 10/6/07 to be given by Patricia Mahoney with a topic of “Certified Nurse Educator Preparation Course”.  Ms. Bectel thanked committee members Jean Simmons, Lisa Ogowa and Margaret O’Connor. Report submitted.
	Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  

	Scholarship Committee
	Terry Downey, Committee Chair, reported the committee consisting of Kathy Arinello and Gail MacDonald met 2 times.  Scholarships are awarded two times per year at the Fall (RN candidates) and Spring (PN candidates) programs.  Committee noted limited applications this year and plan to make applications available on line.  Criteria continue to reflect the standards of the nursing profession.

Ms. Downey read a letter from today’s scholarship recipient Sheri Barrett, SPN at Southeastern Regional Voc Tech School, who was unable to attend the luncheon today.  In the letter she stated, “I have been told you honor very few students with this award and not to be too hopeful, so I feel truly privileged to be among those few chosen.”  Letter attached.
	Unanimous vote to accept report and place on file.  

	New Business
	Janet Jones recognized the retiring board members Kathleen Arinello and Gail MacDonald for their years of service and dedication to enhancing the profession of nursing and nursing education with their time on the MARILN Board of Directors.
	

	Adjournment


	Business meeting adjourned at 1:50pm
	


Respectfully Submitted Electronically,            

 Jean A. Simmons  

 Secretary, Board of Directors
