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RESEARCH in NURSING EDUCATION
2010 GRANTS PROGRAM

Comprehensive Proposal

Title Page 
Study title

NLN Nursing Education Research priority(ies) most relevant to the study

Dates on which the study will begin and end 

Total amount of funding requested
Brief description of partnership arrangement with novice researcher, if appropriate
If appropriate brief description of partnership arrangement with trans-disciplinary, international multi-site studies.
Body of the Proposal (this may not exceed 20 pages, double-spaced, using font size 12 and standard margins)

Abstract (limited to 250 words) 

Study title 

Purpose of the study

Review of relevant literature 

· Background and need for the study

· Significance of the study to nursing education (i.e., outcomes proposed, impact anticipated, potential to improve nursing education) 

· Theoretical/Conceptual basis for the study

Methodology

· Sample size
· Subject selection, recruitment, and retention

· Diversity of sample regarding gender and race/ethnicity
· Research design

· Data collection methods

· Validity and reliability of instruments used.  If appropriate, a copy of the instruments or a detailed description with sample questions in the appendices.
· Plans to maintain consistency among multiple data collection sites, if appropriate
· Protection of human subjects

Data analysis methods and their appropriateness to the study’s purpose
Other

· Plans for seeking IRB approval

· Specific timetable for all project activities

· Relationship of study to the NLN’s Priorities for Research in Nursing Education and the specific priorities for the 2010 grants program
· Extent to which findings can be generalized
· Plans for dissemination of results.
Budget (this is not part of the 20-page body of the proposal and is to be presented using a columnar, not narrative, format)

Total cost of the project

· Funds being requested from the NLN

· In-kind contributions from PI’s or others’ institutions

· Other funds received to support the project

Allowable Expenses and justification 
· Staff to assist with data gathering, data processing and/or data analysis. List the responsibilities for each individual during the project, indicate the total hours to be worked, and note the per-hour rate

· PI stipend up to $2,500

· Cost of copyright permission for instruments used

· Printing of required documents

· Travel to data collection sites

· Dissemination of findings.  Up to $1,000 may be included to cover registration fees or other costs related to presenting this study at one appropriate conference (specify the conference)

· Other similar costs associated with the process of research
Non-allowable Expenses
· Durable equipment (e.g., computers, patient simulators)
· Salary for the PI or co-investigators

· Rent, utilities, maintenance, taxes or other similar costs
· Overhead or indirect costs

References (this is not part of the 20-page body of the proposal)

List all resources cited in the proposal narrative and, if appropriate, additional 

resources used to develop the proposal and plan the study

Appendices  (these are not part of the 20-page body of the proposal)
Letter of support from the PI’s dean/director

Letters of support from official representatives and on official stationary of all cooperating agencies, if appropriate

IRB approval, if already obtained
Instruments and data collection tools including permission to use if appropriate. 
Things to Remember

Topics
1. Overall content and appearance 

a. Be sure that the file submitted for blind review does not include any identifying information. PIs are required to check each page of the file to ensure that a blind review of the proposal can be completed.

b. The appearance of the proposal and supporting documents should reflect planning and vision. Neatness and visual presentation are important in conveying ideas clearly and without distraction.

c. Clarity of writing and jargon-free syntax are important

2. Scholarliness

a. Overall rigor and quality of scholarship must be demonstrated in each step of the grant application. 

b. Clarity of:

i. Purpose [is it coherently written]

ii.  Reasons why this study will add to the body of knowledge

iii. Background of the problem and the literature search demonstrate need for the study 
iv. Theoretical/conceptual basis for study

v. Budget and budget rationale
vi. The ability of team to perform research and need for additional members i.e. consultants, mentors, statistician

3. Relevance and Priorities 
a. The proposal clearly relates to NLN Research Priorities.  Innovation/Creativity/Significance to Nursing Education

b. Impact and proposed outcomes contribution to new knowledge

c. The proposal supports the grant 
d. 2010 priorities 

i. Transdisciplinary, international or multi-site study

ii. Creating partnerships between established researchers and beginning researchers.

iii. Support implementation and evaluation of educational methodologies.
4. IRB/Human Subject Protection

a. Informed consent process

b. Confidentiality/anonymity of participants’ information

c. Adequacy of plan to protect human subjects 

d. Security of data
5. Methodology

a. Includes a feasible plan for subject selection that would be of adequate size and demonstrate diversity requiring gender, race, ethnicity etc.
b. Describe how data will be collected ensuring clear, adequate and feasible data collection methods.
c. Quantitative methodologies include validity and reliability of instruments that can support generalizability with permission to use if appropriate.
d. Qualitative methodologies include the theoretical framework for the method (i.e. Grounded Theory, Saturation, and Triangulation) and the potential for transferability. Identify methods to establish trustworthiness of data
e. Mixed methodologies should explain the emphasis (e.g. QUANT/qual or QUAL/quant) and the relationships(s) between the methodologies.
f. Soundness of plan to maintain consistency among multiple study sites (if appropriate)
g. Transdisciplinary or international study? realistic timeline to accomplish study within the one or two year timeline included in the proposal including recruiting and retaining subjects; gaining and sustaining cooperation of individuals at multiple data collection sites; etc.)
h. Soundness and appropriateness of data analysis methods

i. Clear plan for dissemination or study results.
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