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Objectives: 
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• Explore the complex issues of homelessness in the healthcare 
system Explore

• Analyze empirical research and anecdotal reports related to 
overall negative attitudes towards those experiencing 
homelessness by healthcare professionalsAnalyze

• Discuss best practice recommendations for integrating SDOH 
into nursing curricula, thus assessing and addressing attitudes 
towards the homeless. Discuss



OBJECTIVE #1

Explore the complex issues of 
homelessness in the 
healthcare system
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Definition of 
Homeless? 
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Scott, 2013



On a single night, in 2022, 
approximately 582,500
people were experiencing 
homelessness in the U.S. 
(de Sousa, et al., 2022), as 
compared to 568,000 in 
2019 (Henry et al., 2019) 
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Factors contributing to the 
complex

 issue of homelessness
★ Health disparities (Copeland, et al., 2020) 

★ People who are poor have less access to health care and 
receive a lower quality of care (Jarrell, et al., 2014). 

★ Negative attitudes, stigmatization, and stereotypes
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Barriers 

★ Negative attitudes 
perceived by the 
homeless 
population are 
barriers to 
obtaining 
healthcare
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Objective #2

Analyze empirical research and 
anecdotal reports related to overall 
negative attitudes towards those 
experiencing homelessness by 
healthcare professionals
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Methodology 

★Mixed Methods

★Target Population 

★Participants 
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Research Questions 
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What are beginning nursing 
students, new graduate nurses, 

and nursing faculty’ attitudes 
towards persons experiencing 

homelessness? 

Are new graduate nurses' 
attitudes different from beginning 

nursing students' attitudes 
towards the homeless? Are new 
graduate attitudes different from 
nursing faculty attitudes towards 

the homeless?

What course assignments 
influenced new graduate nurses’ 

attitudes towards persons 
experiencing homelessness from 

new graduate nurses' 
perspective and from the 

faculty’s perspective? 

Did new graduate nurses have 
any other experiences while they 
were a student that influenced 

their attitudes towards 
homelessness? 
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Correlate to 
Literature 
1. Negative attitudes (including 

nursing Students) 
2. SDOH are poorly addressed in 

healthcare curriculum
3. Service learning as an intervention 

(Reflection)
4. Simulation as a pedagogical tool 
5. Nursing Faculty as role models 
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NEGATIVE ATTITUDES 
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SDOH 
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★ It is critical for faculty to 
understand the gaps existing 
in curriculum regarding 
vulnerable populations 
(Opalinski, et al. (2021). 

★  Create new experiential 
learning experiences for 
students at all levels of 
education

★ NOT just  a stand-alone 
course.

(Opalinski, et al. (2021). 



Experiential Learning 

Solely integrating SDOH into the 
didactic components  has been 
ineffective in influencing  attitudes 
among nursing students’ and 
recommend experiential learning 
experiences as an effective teaching 
methodology.

Thornton and Persaud (2018)
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SIMULATION 
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NURSES PLAY A 
MAJOR ROLE IN 

SHARING BEHAVIOR 
AND ATTITUDES 

21



Objective #3

Discuss best practice 
recommendations for integrating 
SDOH into nursing curricula, thus 
assessing and addressing attitudes 
towards the homeless. 
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Medical  and Allied 
Health 
★ Emergency department

★ Homeless clinics 

★ Police ride-along

★ Homeless shelter

★ Student-run free clinic (SRFC)
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Nursing Studies 
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Experiential 
(Simulation, digital 
storytelling, service 
learning) 

Case studies 

Intrapersonal 
Assessment Collaboration (IPE) 
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Thanks!

Any questions?

You can find me at

► gannonj@Moravian.edu

► LinkedIn/in/Jacqueline-gannon-
6a42908a
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