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Conference Objective

• Offer scholarly writing assignment 
facilitation toolkit for nursing 
faculty to prepare nursing 
students for social advocacy roles 
and responsibilities related to 
addressing social health needs 

• Our best fit – Community 
Health Nursing course; Senior 
BSN students



Social Advocacy Competencies 
are Important  

• Faculty have key role in preparing students to 

build a culture of health and health equity in varieties of

practice contexts  (National Academy of Medicine, 2021) 

• Great potentials to improve social health outcomes

(National Academy of Medicine, 2021)

• RNs majority of health care workforce

(U.S. Census Bureau, 2019)

• Opportunities to apply across health care spectrum

• Majority of RNs in hospitals

(U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 2022)

• SDOH considered during admission and discharge



Scholarly Writing Assignment: “Capstone 
Community Health Nursing Paper”

Purpose: Prepare students to assess and address social 
health problems/needs

Goal: Evaluate students’ application of nursing process 
framework and clinical judgment model to an 
identified population health need or problem 



Focus: Developing and Evaluating Students’ Social 
Advocacy Potentials  

• Awareness: Difference between social determinants of health and social 
health disparities 

• Comprehension: Contextual factors and challenges

• Urban, rural, regional, national

• Application: Nursing process/clinical judgment model

• Populations and communities

• Acquisition: Information analysis, synthesis, evaluation skills

• Advocacy: Justify, propose, develop, manage projects/programs 

• Advancement: Preparedness for higher education and practice 



Focus: Evaluating Students’ Application of 
Clinical Judgment Processes (National 
Council of State Boards of Nursing, 2019)

• Recognize cues

• Social Vulnerability Indices (CDC/ATSDR, 2023) 

• Demographics, Self-reported health behaviors and outcomes, 
SDOH (County Health Rankings.org, 2023)

• Analyze cues 

• Community strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, threats

• Prioritize hypotheses

• Population problem/need statement (Muecke, 1984) 

• Generate solution 

• Community nursing project to address population 
problem/need; 

• Align with DHHS (2023) Healthy People priorities, goals, 
objectives



BSN Faculty Toolkit
• Motivate

• Prepare

• Pace

• Support



Faculty Facilitation Toolkit: Motivate

• Prepares for higher education, advanced nursing practice and professional 
scholarship

• Results in scholarly writing example which may be needed when you apply 
to MSN or DNP program

• Develops information management and project proposal competencies 
which may be valuable to future employers—would mention this in 
portfolio

• Helps focus on a population that really needs some help

• Applies nursing process—this is something you already know how to do

• Takes time--get started, don’t procrastinate, contact faculty if need help

“This 
assignment” 

scripts



Faculty Facilitation 
Toolkit: Prepare

• Instructions

• Cognitive tools

• APA style resources and review

• Grading rubric



Faculty Facilitation 
Toolkit: Pace

• Weekly writing milestones 
aligned with module topics 
(accelerated track)

• Weekly progress check 
(accelerated track)

• Multiple submissions (2 
good; 6 too many) 



Faculty 
Facilitation 
Toolkit: Support

• Outline/template

• 1:1 coaching as needed

• Campus Writing Center 
(ours sends service report 
for each student)



Results –
Indicators of 
Students’ 
Learning

• Students demonstrate preparedness for social advocacy as indicated by 
abilities to document discussions of the following:  

• Who is the community health nurse’s client? 

• What are community health nurse’s roles, responsibilities? 

• What does client need to become Healthy People? 

• What if the client doesn’t have basic needs met? 

• What are important community health nursing priorities? 

• What are related factors, SDOH? 

• What is a high priority problem/need that the community health 
nurse could address?

• What community nursing project would I propose?

• Does my project align with Healthy People priorities, goals, 
objectives? 

• How would I evaluate proposed project’s effectiveness? 



Conclusions/Lessons Learned

• Capstone paper is effective and labor-intensive method for evaluating BSN students’ social 
advocacy competencies and application of clinical judgment process to community and 
population 

• Faculty facilitation strategies developed and refined over several semesters

• Information sources can change

• Enthusiastic/helpful faculty facilitates students’ positivity

• Review or proctor quiz about plagiarism policies and specific examples

• Remind students to paraphrase sources of information and to avoid overuse of quotes

• Faculty commitment to writing intensive course is key factor

• 40 – 45% of course grade as approved by BSN curriculum Committee

• Grading time/effort – 30 to 40 pages per student

• Faculty inter-rater reliability



Point of 
Contact

ldpaul@uiwtx.edu
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