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Debra Spunt Lecture – 2026 Nomination Form

The Debra L. Spunt Lecture honors a distinguished nurse educator who has demonstrated exceptional leadership in advancing simulation-based education. The selected lecturer will deliver a dynamic, nationally relevant presentation that integrates simulation concepts for an audience of nurse educators, industry partners, administrators, and students.

Nominators should provide detailed evidence for each applicable criterion. While completing all criteria is not required, comprehensive documentation strengthens the nomination. A current curriculum vitae (CV) must be included with the submission.

Eligibility
Nominees must:
· Demonstrate excellence in Scholarship, Teaching, and Service/Leadership in simulation-based nursing education.
· Be nationally and internationally recognized for contributions to simulation.
· Be able to design and deliver an effective presentation for a broad nurse educator audience.
· Be available to attend the NLN Summit in Washington, DC, September 23-25, 2026.
· Maintain active NLN membership through December 31, 2026 (membership will be verified).
· Consider incorporating the 2026 NLN Summit theme: Beyond the Storm: Reshaping Resilience & Recovery (encouraged, not required).

Nomination Rules
· Eligible past Spunt Lecturers may nominate up to two individuals per year.
· Ineligible nominators:
· Dr. Suzie Kardong-Edgren – 2026 selection committee
· Dr. KT Waxman – 2026 selection committee
· Dr. Kellie Bryant – current NLN position
· All nominations must be submitted using the official online application form.
· A nomination is required for all applications, regardless of pathway.

Past Spunt Lecturers
	2007 – Pamela Jeffries
2008 – Janet Grady
2009 – Sharon Decker
2010 – Suzie Kardong-Edgren (cannot nominate)
2011 – Panel of four prior lecturers
2012 – Beth Mancini
2013 – Carol Durham
2014 – Kristina Thomas Dreifuerst
2015 – Bonnie Driggers
2016 – Janice Palaganas
	2017 – Kathie Lasater
2018 – Susan Gross Forneris
2019 – KT Waxman (cannot nominate)
2020 – Colette Foisy-Doll
2021 – Mary Fey
2022 – Kim Leighton
2023 – Kellie Bryant (cannot nominate)
2024 – Jared Kutzin
2025 – Cynthia Bradley







Application Pathways

New for 2026: Nominations are open to NLN members through two pathways:

1. Nominee-Initiated
Request a nomination from an eligible past Spunt Lecturer and submit the completed nomination form with your application.

2. Past Lecturer-Initiated
A past lecturer completes and submits the nomination form and the online application on behalf of the nominee.


Quick Steps

For Nominee-Initiated Applications
1. Request a nomination from an eligible past Spunt Lecturer (see list on page one).
2. Ensure the nominator completes this form and returns it to you.
3. Submit the full application with required attachments (nomination form + CV) by January 21, 2026, 11:59 PM ET.
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8561529/Debra-Spunt-Lecture-2026-Application-Form

For Past Spunt Lecturers
1. You may nominate up to two individuals
2. If nominating upon request, complete this form and return it to the nominee.
3. If submitting on behalf of the nominee, complete this form and upload it with the full application.
4. Submit by January 21, 2026, 11:59 PM ET.
https://survey.alchemer.com/s3/8561529/Debra-Spunt-Lecture-2026-Application-Form


Deadline

Application Deadline: January 21, 2026, at 11:59 PM ET
Required Attachments:
· Completed Nomination Form
· Curriculum Vitae (CV)

Applications missing either document will not be accepted.




Nominator Information

	Name
	

	Email Address
	




Nominee Information

	First Name
	

	Last Name
	

	Email Address
	

	Phone Number
	

	Employer
	

	How do you know the nominee?
	




Nominee Criteria

While completing all criteria is not required, comprehensive documentation strengthens the nomination.

I. Demonstrated Excellence in Scholarship

Provide specific examples of how the nominee has contributed to the advancement of simulation through intellectual inquiry, rigorous research, and professional accomplishments.

	Scholarship Criteria
	How Nominee Meets Criteria

	Presents to peers at regional, national, and international conferences
	

	Publishes research, conceptual, or issue-based articles on simulation in peer-reviewed journals
	

	Applies expertise in pedagogical, clinical, or learner success within simulation-based education
	

	Shapes strategic initiatives related to simulation (e.g., policy, standards, certification)
	

	Provides educational or healthcare consulting on simulation
	

	Other contributions to simulation scholarship (please specify)
	







II. Demonstrated Excellence in Teaching

Describe how the nominee has demonstrated excellence in simulation-based teaching, including innovation and mastery of simulation teaching strategies.

	Teaching Criteria
	How Nominee Meets Criteria

	Documented peer-reviewed excellence in teaching
	

	Professional recognition for teaching contributions
	

	Expertise in simulation methodologies
	

	Substantial knowledge of current developments in simulation education
	

	Innovation in teaching methodologies.
	

	Other contributions to teaching (please specify)
	




III. Demonstrated Collaboration, Service, and Leadership in Simulation

Describe the nominee’s contributions to the simulation community through leadership roles, collaboration with faculty and healthcare providers, or service to professional organizations.

	Service and Leadership Criteria
	How Nominee Meets Criteria

	Participation in professional organization committees and/or leadership roles
	

	Institutional service or leadership in relation to simulation initiatives
	

	Evidence of service and/or leadership impact at the institutional, departmental, community, or professional level
	

	Other contributions to collaboration, service, and leadership (please specify)
	




IV. Additional Insights on Nominee

Please provide any additional information not addressed in the sections above that further highlights the contributions of this individual to the science of simulation.

	




V. Confirmation of Completion

I confirm that the information provided on this nomination form is true and complete to the best of my knowledge, and I acknowledge that I have personally completed this form.

	Nominator signature:

	

	Date: 
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